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MODERN TRAFFIC IS FAST TRAFFIC 


"One of the problems of safety engineering is to reduce 
accidents in the face of increasing hazard due to higher speeds of 
all kinds and without interfering with this naturally increasing 
tempo. Most drivers of mtor vehicles are in a hurry, and cirs are 
built to vlease. The normal automobile speed is increasing. Con- 
siderably higher speeds than those of a few years ago are now be- 
ing criticized by public officials, For a time there will be mech 
talk and some action toward reducing speeds. But the trend is to- 
ward higher speeds, and the clock seldom turns backward. The traf- 
fic engineer mst study how to make fast driving safe. This means 
streets and roads well designed and constructed, well lighted, 
marked and ecuipved with clear stundard signals, vehicles in good 
condition, and responsible drivers and vedestrians. Certainl; it 
is not uv to the traffic engineer to assume a return of the days 
that are no mre; it is for him to use his }mowledge, exverience, 
and ingenuity to fit the myriad units of flowing traffic to the 
faster rate of flow." 


The above itemis quoted from the April, 1935 issue of 
The Am rican City. The Editor of Traffic Engineering finds the 
ideas expressed therein very interesting and rather provocative. 
The definition of the functions of a traffic engineer seems to us 


to be rather out of the ordinary. Comment from the members of the 
Institute is invited. 


FOP 


No dimension of the modern road appears so frightening 
t? the hi,hray planney as width. He dodges formal commitment to 
svecific figures of width, whether of right-of-way or of travel 
lanes, in all his general stutements of desirability of amplitude. 
In an excellent report of the State Planning Commission of Mary- 
land on a ten-year plan for hi,;shway improve-:ient, the reporters 
get no farther than to urge a "generous" right-of-way and to 
point out that there is growing opinion that traffic lanes should 
be "somewhat wider" than 10 feet. This lack of boldness in using 
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definite figures is not complimentary. In no respect is greater 
hazard to driving safety presented than in present narrow treffic- 
lane widths - indeed more generally in narrow widths of roadway 
shoulders, ditches and slopes. Not even alignment and sight dist- 
ance are in greater need of improvement to safeguard travel by 
highway. On main roads planned for modernization there ought to be 
no less than 100 feet between right-of-way lines, and travel lanes 
ought not to be less than 11 or 12 feet wide, whether for speed 
traffic or for trucking. A bold stand by highway engineers for 
greater road widths would be timely. Width deserves perference ove 
the additional mileage built to the current narrow standards. (ing- 
ineering News-Record, May 9, 1935, p. 685) 


MANY ADVANCES JJI TRAFFIC SAFETY 


Two important new developments in accident prevention 
technique for cities which may have great influence during the next 
few years were successfully put into effect in 1934, reports the 
National Safety Council. They were compulsory vehicle inspection 
at a municipal station, first tried on a large scale by Memhis, 
and adopted since then by several smaller cities; and inter-precinc 
police traf-ic contests which have met with success in Detroit, New 
York City and California. 


Perhaps the most outstanding of new activities was the us: 
of relief workers on traffic projects. Soon after its organization, 
a director of safety was apnointed for the CiJA, and a short time 
later three associate directors were named, These men prepared a 
100-page manual on how to mske a traffic survey, and they suverin- 
tended state and local pmjects at neurly 100 different points. A 
study of the date obtained, which has been going on for. many months 
in the National Safety Council offices with the help of FERa work- 
ers, will prove extremely valuable, it is pointed out. 


A campaign to introduce automobile driving instruction in 
high schools throughout the country was also begun in 1934, More 
and more school systems, it is said, are appointing definite per- 
sons to supervise safety, and out of this should come a better 
grade of instruction. 


A new research project on the effect of fatigue on traffic 
has just been consummted by the National Safety Council, based on 
a nation-wide study of hours of driving by commercial drivers. 


Another achievement was the Fourth National Conference on 
Street and Highway Safety which met in Washington, May 23 to 25, 
Revisions of the Uniform Vehicle Code and the Model Municipal Ord- 
inance were carried out and plans were formated for pushing mch- 
needed legislation this year. Revisions were also made in the 
standards for signs, simals, markings, and islands. 
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With the help of the United States Bureau of Public Roads 
the various State Motor Vehicle Deoartments were brought into 
greater harmony. Last year saw the second annual meeting of the 
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators, and also 
meetings of the four regional grouvs. 


The National Traffic Safety Contest doubled in size dur- 
ing 19%, 649 cities and 31 states participating. It was the first 
time that a large mumber of states had shovn so much interest. 


A2PLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Clarence Parker Taylor, Traffic Engineer, Massachusetts 
Department of Public Works, has applied for membership in the In- 
stitute of Traffic Engineers in the grade of Member. Mr. Taylor, 
who was born in Omcha, Nebraska, attended the University of Cali- 
fornia from 1920 to 1927, receiving the Degree of B. S. He received 
the Degree of M. S. from Harvard University in 1928. He was an Al- 
bert Russel Erskine Fellow at Harvard, and in connection with his 
course there prepared a book on traffic regulation for police off- 
icers. After graduating he wis apnointed Assistant Traffic Engin- 
eer in the Massacmsetts Department of Public Works, and in 1929 
wis promoted to Traffic Engineer in the same department, which 
position he now holds. His present address is 24 Columbia St., 


Yellesley Hills, Mass. He is a member of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers and of the Massachusetts State Engineers. 


APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER 


Donald M. McNeil has apolied for transfer from the grade 
of Associate to the grade of Member. 


MEMBERS ATTEND WESTERN SaAFSTY CONFERSNCE 


Messrs. E. B. Lefferts, J. W. A. Bollong, Burton W. Marsh, 
and I. S. Shattuck, Members of the Institute, attended the Western 
Safety Conference in San Francisco June 11-14. R. T. Dorsey, Traf- 
fic Engineer of Los Angeles, and several others engaged in traffic 
engineering activities were present. The territory covered by the 
Conference included the 11 Western States, but delegates from Can- 
ada and Mexico were also in attendance. 


Among the imortant subjects discussed were (a) the need 
for traffic safety edicution, especially in high schools, and (b) 
the need of sound enforcement of traffic regulations and of con- 
certed work by commnity organizations to meet the serious accid- 
ent situation. 


Messrs. Lefferts and Marsh were among the speakers on the 
rogram, but no reports have yet been received on their undoubtedly 
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excellent addresses. They will be commented upon when the proceed- 
ings become available. 


GUNDERSON WITH CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB 


Oscar Gunderson, formerly Traffic Engineer of Flint, 
Mich., and well known to traffic engineers generully, is now work- 
ing mainly on traffic studies as assistant to George W. Barton 


(Member, I. T. E.), Co-Director of Safety for the Chicago Motor 
Club. 


ANNUAL MEETING LOUISVILLE 


The Anmal Meeting of the Institute of Traffic Engincers 
will be held at Louisville, Ky., during theweek of October 14, 
1935, at the same time and place as the meeting of the National 


Safety Council, We hope all members who can possibly attend will 
plan to be there. 


SCHOOL FOR TRaFYIC OFFICERS 


For the third year a school for traffic officers, spon- 
sored by Northwestern University and the Evanston Police Depart- 
ment, will be held at Northwestern University, during the week 

following the annual meeting of the National Safety Council in 

October, It is hoped that among those attending will be police 
officers holding responsible positions in connection with traffic 
regulation in a large mumber of cities throughout the country. 


Several members of the I. T. E. will serveas instruct- 
ors during the course. The work is of a very practical nature, 
and gives police officers sufficient knowledge of successful mod- 
ern police methods in traffic work to enable them upon return to 
their cities to put into effect an improved technioue in handling 
traffic. That is something which should be of benefit to all 
traffic engineers. Members of the Institute may be in a position 
to promote the attendance from their communities of police off- 
icers of the type desired, 


For further information address Franklin Kreml, Director, 
Burem of Accident Prevention, Police Department, Evanston, I11l. 
Mr. Kreml is a Member of the Institute. 


MOTION PICTURES OF SCHUOLBOY PATROL 


The Bette: Traffic Committee of Pittsburgh has vroduced 
a film showing the manner in which school safety patrol work is 
conducted there. It is understood that covies may be obtained 
for the cost of reproduction. 
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